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The WordOntheS 12
Public Discourse in a Culture of Disconnect

hwhetcanbecaledaouure dfdsoomedt 'stdertsandieschasdle o tenwantioengage
npubicdsoouse butdonatknovwhere bbegin The newsletters and newsp apersproduced o
yattevakdse aereivehogit alyhousesand pionnngtissieved eroe com-
nmucatnpyshtebesdadepa 6 patsindemocracy and show how communities of

peopewho choose o wie and pubishleanfomeachather s eampes.  Theseexdtaodnay
wadsofadnaly menandwomen, wiing forbocal of enlekoancass deveysd

underst  andngwhetmay maoivete wiers o begh b assume ameaningful pubicvoice.

n1993 Ame Gereidentfiedwhatshe caledthe  exracumiculum  of com-

poasition, the: selfsponsored witing among ordinary peogle who  meetin
Iving rooms, nursing homes, community centers, churches, shelters for the

homeless, around kichen t ables, and in rented rooms 1o wie down ther

worids (76).Inthat CCCC address, Gereproposedthat welstentothesg-

nals thet come through the walks of our dassrooms from the word out gk
(76) inef  fect suggesiing that compostion had yet to underst and how wit-
g s used and s ussl neveryday e Gee s tak hes cat anybeena
foudhsione for lieracy scholars for nearly a decade now, ad yg ul
recenty we ve seen e dessoom meter thet adiely t akes vety sexi-
ously that extracurricuium of comyposiion. !

Ofcouse itis nat new b spesk afwiiing intemns of focdl or pdlical
moivaion Inone afwhetshe calsher - hisioricaland pdlemical essayson

composiion inthe unverdly, Sharon Cronkey asks us o recal the lessons
ofancentthetoric, whose proponents were unabashedy interested ininfu -
enag the couse of auurd and polical everts . Teachers of ancert
thetoics, wiies Conkey, assumed that people compose only when they
are moved by some civic exigency. Urikethe composingpincpestaughtin
current-radiional pedagogy (and in some versions of process pedagogy) - -

.hecomposingpingpest agtnancenttheocaheaieswee iy s -

uaied inpubic ooccasions thet requied iniervention or at any rate simuisied
acomposer s dedebhnievere (263
W e hae of  ten, in teaching wiing, reminded students thet whet they
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wiie and howthey presentithes much o dowih the reason forwiing, the

momentintime, the audience they have in mind, the matevial crcumst ances

surounding the wiing, and more. And yet, we have only begun o invest-

gate how the crcumst ance what John T imurdriesaste b

wite  worksit sefoutbeyondhewals of our dassrooms. Thoughitstue

that popular lieracy studies are becoming more and more cucial tothework

we do incomposiion, I would argue thet this field of study hes much yet o

leam about how wiinghow compasing funcions in response o avic exi-

gency.  Such knowledge might aciually lead us to accompish the one thing

we have argued for years our composition and communication classrooms

oughttodo: prepare studentsiobe advep dapatsina democracy.
ffanyone hesbeenmoved by dvicexigencytoa caltowiie, cattan-

ly the women and men | desaribe below have. In what folows, | want to

eamnethat cal thatmoivation and setthe wiing thet folows from it

in the larger context of how communication does function for acive pa rtia-

patsntepdsdardm
When|beganthiswork overtwoyearsago, my thoughtwastolocate the

paocesineveryday liewhere anything ke whatwe might call local adivism

i5 going on. [ waried 1o be abile to explain the role wiingfoomyposing plays

in the work of nonprofit and independent groups locel aoelions for the
homeless, women s  sheters, Cathoic W oker houses, soup kichens, envi-
ronmental gouwps b bd tust goups, and others that are common
throughoutt the courtry.

Ihaganzngandin cannying autthe adiiies ofthe arganizalion, these
individuals must rely on some means of communication usually a newslet-
te, a smal newsp aper, brodhures, sgns, banners, posters, pubic savice
announcements,  and, more recenty, web stes 1o get the word out, raise

funds, and build membershipsor foseraoelions Suchgoups aekdah
adep dpats in this democracy. Many of them do not think of them-

selves as witers but found themselves ata moment when witing was need-

edifthe aganzaionwestosunie.

| gatedinaveryimiedway: Forseveramonths lread the newsketiers
and newsp apersthat come to my house published by abouta dozen or so of
these groups from across the country Guadalupe, e nenseter for Casa
Maria, a Cathoic W okerhousein T ucson as wel as newsletters and news-
papers from Catholic W orker houses in Houston, San Antonio, New Y ak
Milwaukee, W oester, and Minnegpdis; Freedomways, New Hope House
newseter, Gatherings, and dher pison minsty newsetiers in the south
pudcaiorske Hospitality and Sojourners whicharep  apers and magazines
witenforandaboutsireetpeopleandsoupkichensin Aata, W ashingon,
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D.C., and rural Georgia. From my own community, | eamed  Off the Beaten
Path, a newseter from the Barbara Ketle Gundlach Shefter Home for
Abused W amen; the newsetier of The Copper Country Peace Aane
newsletters from local environmental andbndtustgoupss, and more.

Like David Barton and Mary Hamiton who in Local Literacies Wed
theratenytsto uncover and document everyday literaces which are ofen
unrecoghized indominantdiscourses abotlieracy  (5), myaimhasbeento
uncoverthe lieracy pracices of marginalized gowps the  smalvoicesthat,
nowand then, lead to big acion. Todothat, | hed o locate the peoge who
has been, wheat constraints they face, how their publication is produced and
arouiated,  and on behalf ofwhom they are wiing, how they locale ther
audence, and howthey see themselves or therr organization fitiing inio the
larger landscape of sodal or avic adion, and most import atirts
paper how (or, med i) theyidenifythemsahesaswiers.

Mresalgepoedthatisongong, butlpoposeheeibidhesoy
of one community and one newsietter which led me to the stories of four
communiies and the people who work in and wiite for them.

My nevewwih Ed We ir and his Ssory of the beginnings of New
Hope House,ahogd ally house in iua Gearga for famies of
prisoners on death row, led me o interview

Murphy Davis  who with her husband Ed Loring began The Open
Door Community inMata  adisp g Hospitality.And, those
nenviensandthehsoy of The Open Door led me to

Hannah Loring-Davis, then a stdertt at Guiford Calege in North
Carolina, who helped found the independent student p aper  The

Student Activist and to
Joe Roos,acof ounderwith Jim W allis ofthe Sgoumer Communty

in Washington, DC, and Sojourner Magazine. These alled me
beckiet  abyto

Treked Dorothy Day  and the beginnings of the Cathoic W oker
Movement and especially the newsp aer  The Catholic Worker
which led to

The ags of The Nation Magazine and te influence, on Day, of

papaske The Masses and The Daily Worker al ofwhichmight
very wel seem afar remove from the witing dassroom or even
fomlieacy stdes ngened butldon theleveso.

Begging the reader sp alenoe hen lbeghn
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It All Connects
hiretistadiegkadp apersandoganizations, imustbe dearthet
onedithefisthings| dscoveredwas somethingvery smple: These cheap-
ly produced, of ten unprofessional looking p apers and newsketters defy what
some have called the Culture of Disconnect
They do nat exist in a vacuum. They reiect the fragmentation many of us
epaieneas oratkas suspedis daadersic dfiente 21
Moreover, teyadelydoef fect change, onthe local level and beyond, in
theves ofthe people theywark wihand for.

[won t, honever, fest ioo long here nwhat might be taken for fodkh
optimism. In her discussion of wiing and the public sphere, Susan We
reminds us thet the relations of student s and eadhers o the pubc are

markedbywhatshecalsa  simutaneous sense dfexdusionand attraction.

There is a suggestion in these words thet many students andtherteachers

wantioengage butdon theleve there realy saway o ener suchalarge

andfaogessdebaie findeed hereeven sacebeeat a Tret aleration

is especial tue in he word of arge news and publshing congomeraies

of CNN and NBC and MSNBC; of T ime/Wanerand AOL  and Disney and

Magazine and ABC2 and more. That doesn t leave most of us much of a
Vaoe, doesit?
Perhaps  theansneriotisquestioniesinhowwe identiiy ouraudence

and what we expect from our p artofthe conversation. W eswies Ihae

never knownawviter, Sidentoreader, whowanted asmaller audience, or
a namower readership; | have never known a witer who felt unproblemati-

caly a home in the dscursive forms of broed polical or socel address

(332-333). Iwouid say thatperhaps W eshashtonj.stheprademwinine
waywetoof  tenapproachpolical orsocel addess.

Inthework | desabebe low, |have, infact, knownwierswhowenteda
smaler audience, a narrower readership. And, | encounter hese wiers
afthe ime inthe smdl, adivit putdcations | cary wih me for fis wak
Here, for example, is how Dorothy Day describes the momentsd
BLed The Catholic Worker:

| had sent my copy to the printer news accounts o teeq and

Negroesinthe Souih, and the pight ofhe sharecroppers; chid Bborinour
own neighborhood, some recent evictions; a local strike over wages and
hours; pleas for better home relief, and so on and we were waiting for

prook.
When they came we cut them out and st arted making a dummy,
themupontheeightp agesdfat aidtheszed The Nation wingheed-
Ines, andexpeimeningwihdf ferentkinds oftype. Peterlooked overwhet
Ihedwitenasitcamebed<iomtheprinier.| ooudseetetfriombeig
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happy abot it, he was becoming more and more disturbed. One day, whe
looking over some fresh proofs, he shook his head. Hsexpressonwas one of
geatsahess.

It severyone sp aper, he  sad Iwes peeased. [ thought that wes what we
both wanted. And everyone sp grsnoae sp aper, he  addedwiha

sgh. (Loaves 17)
Peter Maurin believed thata newsp aper could bring aboutwhat he called

d&r iicaionofhougt  thefitsepnmovingahesivadon. Men, he

told her thiswas 1933 must think before they can act They must study

(/) Hewescaingiorap aperthat could andwould beradical. A newsp aper
thetisforeveryoneisanensp aper that speaks to no one and, thus, moves
noonetoaction. What Maurinwes af terwasapublicvoicespeakingtothose

who would isten and be moved to act Trssvayd fererntfiomthe face-

less, nameless publicwe too of tensetupinour dassrooms.

Ue The Catholic Worker,none of the newsketters and newsp apersthat
constiute my study canbecaled everyone s p aper. They speakto specal
ineres goups on unpopular topics and t ake tadcd posiions. Tobe quie
hones, they asktherr reeders o do the imposshe:

End the death penalty.
Feed, dathe, and house ALL the poar.
Stopabuse.
End vidence.
End poverty.
In ather words, they are groups caling for nat just redical bt auirageaus
acion. Outrageous adionisn ta subject for broad audience appesal.

As Barton and Hamiton remind us, lteracy pracices  are shaped by
SocH ueswhichreguisie the use and distibuion ofext s, presaibingwho
may produce them and have access to them (7). Thet, of couse, s espe-
aalytrue for pubcaions thet aroubaie as newsketiers and newsp apers. We
knowwhat such publications look like and from looks alone can immediately
identify one as mainstream or not. Many of the pubications | exarmined are

printed primardy on the most inexpensive p aper avalable and spart some-
what amateurish graphics though the arguments preseried wihin are ofen
quite complicated and for any mainstream publication quite long.
Hospitality Joreamped tenfolonstheexampledf The Catholic Worker and
fedlures arfides unming three, evenfour t ablodszed p ages long suggest-
ing thet the witers do expedt therr readers t want more, nat less infoma-
tn
More to the pairt, though the pubications | am t aking about represent
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alemative, even radical voioes, they are also produced inthe very odinaty

oot of the nenseter, te gl t ablod or newsp aper, tepdd
speech, the sermon, the winess, the: broad sheet, and the public appeal.

Noatice, for example, thet when Darathy Day desaroes kaying aut the first

Bed  The Catholic Worker,des  arted making a dummy, padgtypon

ataddtesed The Nation (1)

ldertiyingwihapubcaionke The Nation shotaoaoert e
Day s own badground wes with smal, aliemative, lef stnewsp  apers. Her
brather worked for the dime-novel sized lebor p aper, The Day Book,apl-
cation that introduced her to Eugene Debs and the MWV and to both nation -
dandinenaiondl Boor polics Day s oanfist b weswih the Sodekst
paper  The Call. In her autobogaphy, The Long Loneliness, Day wies of
absohing a radicalsm from The Day Book and fom the words of Jack

thesesmalp apers and magazines (41).
Hermodel,  The Nation, was a magazine begun in 1865 at a ime when
the press was being pulled by serious factions emerging from the Cvl Wa r
and Recorstruction. In their prospedius, the founders wiote that one main
object of this new megazine wes 10 be - the discussion of the topics of the
day, and, above d, of legel, economical, and constiuiional quesions, wih
greater accuracy and moderaionthanare nowto befoundinthe dally press

(VandenHeuvel 1). At Eestorest aedmaivaioniaorts founding, then, wes
otremodstagt

Saingtherecodsaghtis nfed, whetd dfte peoplel nenviened
identiied as one pimary matvator asthey sethemselves o thet askdfae-
drgap aper.EdW daf  New Hope House and  Murphy Davis of The Open
Door  bohseetherpubicaions as of feing analemaive view seting the
record straight. Murphy, inpatLk, poriediotherecat T ime/W arner-AOL

aoquisiion 1o say thet there wes e out there that was not coming flom
essentially the same source the same people own most of the mainstream
pess  Theeswayliedeneauther shesad foraersive\vaos.

Motivation The Call

Ed

Ed and Mary RuthW  etn  New Hope House, a  hogatalyhouse forfemi-
lesdipsonersonGeoga. s deathrow.  Theyareexcepionaly quietpeape
whogetbyonaimostnathing. New Hope House andthe We irs Iveihood

is suppoarted by nontax-deductidle controutions. In ather words, they must

depend on foks who are more interested in the work of New Hope House
10 Reflections
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theninfindngagoodpaceforatax deduction. Edand Mary Ruthattend ti -
ab stwihthe famies dfthe aoousad, hep fe gapeas s necessary,
Vist deaih row prisoners, and get the word out thet there is gpposiion in
Geogato the death penally.
Thernendeter, published from Passum Trot Road, isasunassumingas

SUPFORT FOR FEOFLE
ON GEDRGIA"S DEATH ROW,

‘THEIR FAMILY AND FRIENDS

May 1998

THE SHORT STORY OF A VICTIM'S FAMILY

Marianna, the mother of Joe, 13 sitting between her sisters and one
brother-in-lavw on one side and a friend Beth on the other side. They
are on the front row directly behind Joe and his two lavyers sitting
at the defense table. Marianna's church friends are sitting on the
row pehind. Ed and John Cele-Vodicka sit onm the next row. The
whispers from the baliffs tell us the jury has decided a punishment
of either the death sentence or life without parole. Marianna is a
short, sturdy woman but not overwelght. She wears skirts to the
ankles that slightly spread out rather tham cling tightly. Her hailr
is cut short. Marianna's face iz nige to see. Except that she looks

wvorn and weary. Over the past eight days she has often left the
courtroom to sob. She has probably cried many times over the past
four years since Joe was arrested. EBeth 1= a contrast in appearance

- tall, slender, longlish blond hair, imn a sports jacket, and loose
£ltting long pants.

s we walt for the judge to begin, Beth 1s =smlling and talking In
Harianna's ear. Beth turps and mouths some words to Ed which he
deesn't understand. The tvo get up and meet in the aisle. Beth asks
"Thig is a good =lgn that the jury has taken only an hour?" "usually
it iz not.” Ed has heard wvery little in the trial te think that Joe
will not get the death penalty.

It is easier for 12 people to all agree to execute a person who just
24 hours ago they decided had committed murder thanm it is to spare
one's life without any pessibility of parole.

The judge begins by lnstructing everyone not to display any signs of
emotion when the verdict 1s read. How absurd! Not to cry out when a
mother is told that her child will be strapped in a chalr with
electrodes attached to head and legs and then thousands of volts will
be pounded into the body to kill. Even absurd to think victims'
families who have been yearning for a justice of death wouldn't sob
if the jury decided life without parals.

The judge reads the jury wverdict form: "We the 7jury sentence the
defendant Joe Smith to DEATH." The judge, in a rare display of volce

inflectlon, maybe emotion, maybe only for show, raises his voliee and
biurts out the word DEATH.

New Hope House newsletter from Possum T rot Road
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anenseter canget, and Letioakdng at treeders mght natimegne thet t
has much of an ef
aalin areating a network of support for the antidesth penaly movemerntin
Geoga.
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The Student Activist
is a enlaborative effort of |
Guilford College sturienty.
It is oner groal 1o highlight
and adedray iy
imporiunt to social justice
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StudenteActivist

Justice for Daryl Howerton
Forces Racial Justice to Forefront

by Matthew Spencer

Tustice for the alrcady deccased Daryl Liowerton
means working to sducate ourselves and others in
arder fo oblaim justice in the present, especia liy to
end the police hrutality whose victims arc poor
and overwhelmngly African-American, Tatino,
and other people of color, On Sepiember &, 1994,
Daryl Howerlon, a 19-year old black male, was the
subject of a call ta 211, T had been secn cutting
up maeal gngd feeding it to guard dogs
behind a tire atare in Gresosbero.
Daryl was asked to leave. When he
did nota tire store engluyee called 911,
The engloyee told the dispatclicr thal,
“a man is cating with the dops, he
nexils help, and someone showld e
and take him to the hospital =

Anambulince was not sent. Tnsiead,
the police were notified of a “muspi-
vious person” by the dis- _
patcher, aml @ squad car
manned by Charles Fletcher
and traince Juse Blanco was
senl pul. Meanwhile, Dary!
Bad removed all of bes cloth-
g exqept for a toboggan
end sunglasses. When
the police amved on the secie he was stunding
moked in front of a berbershop bolding 2 seeak
Jenifiz in lys band. Disregarding Grecisboro Police
Drepartment procedure Lo try and defuse a poden-
tially dungerous situation, the two officers imme-
diatcly engaged the situation by yefling, “Stop!™
and “Drop the knife!” The pext procedure that was
dizregarded cost Daryl his life and wounded two
bystanders.

5
Greensboro Police Department procedure Te-
quires officers (o clear the area of hystanders be-
fare the use of deadly force, This wos not done,
and within 42 seconds of amiving on the scene,
Daryl had been shot six times, including once in
theback. Traine: Blonco fired the first shot, Eye-
witnesses say that Daryl was face down on the
ground when the last two shots entered s body.
Daryl was dead within an bour.

Daryl's mother, Lirenda Howerton, filed a wrong il
deith suil against the two officers, However, en Octo-
ber 27, 1998, both officers were acquitted of using ex.
eassive force or violating Daryl’s civil oights. Irregrulari-
lies permeated the coutlroom proceedings, but one of
the mast startling was the awtopsy reporl. [t woald
ave shown that Daryl hed do be on the ground when

the st shots were fired into bis body, The au-
topsy ropodt wis nol allowed

Nine eyewimesscs, including Duryl's friend
Jamic Moore, lestified that Daryl never tried
I slab amyone. The police officers lewified
that they never felt threatcned hy
f Daryl, but began shootmg because
be ined to stab Jamdc. Tinder M.
[ Howerinn's beadershup, the Justice for
Daryl Howermon Comirnillee
asked during this tme why nine
| momhors ofthe black commuy-
nily were not secn as credible
eyc-witneases, bul lhe lesii-
mumy ol the two white officers
who were themachves on trial, was
aceepited by the court.

B lomums at North Caroling AET

Seate Ulniversily and Guilford Col-
lege during the winter of 1998 raised much discus -
siom am the underlying racism which encourages and
allows such brazen and vielent behavior by law en-
forcemnent. “Uhese forums, lod by the Tustice for Daryl
Howerton Comwnitbee, brought moeh dizeussion to the
mctsm that is sorcly apparend in Duryls murder. They
also shed light on the differences in the treatment of the
black commanity versus the white commumity by the
potice and military. Examining these relationships fium
a hisiorical and present day perspective, ART Starc
Vnrversily students discovercd undercover police of-
ficers ata forunan their larpely black campus on Octo-
ber 20,1998, When complainis were filed, ihey were wld
that the afficers were sent becanse the forum was, “dan-
gereus, explosive and & possible uprising mght (ake
place” Thete were no officers present at the predond-
nantly white Guilford College when the same fonmm was

Plcasc see Howerton, page 7
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In rural Georgia, you don t find many people who are out spokenly
against the death penally in away, at ke, thet Mgt move them o take
action, form a community, Spend time demonstrating, thet sort of thing. So,
the newsketer, acoodng o Ed, heps unite a network of fiends who watch
tecouts  fordeath penally tieks, It Ed and Mary Ruth knowvwhat s going
ongetihiouchwihiamiesoftheacoused vistprisoners,andsuppat N e w
Hope House.
According © Ed trenenagierhedibbewienforte mostbesc ditea-
g

To raise money for New Hope House
To keepthesubedtinthe minds dfthe peape.
To maintain the netwark of people (espedaly Georgans)
working againstthe death penalty.
To inform supporters on curent events reding © death
perelytiesardiegein
The newsketter of ten cannot, however,do whetEdniglweriedtodak
can tielthe Sories ofthe prisoners and thetr famiies becauise diawing oo
muchatieniontoonepisonersikelytoputthetprisoneratisk evenlie-
ly o move up an execution date. So, he has o wiie about them, not name
them, but give his readers enough to understand the case. ¢
It sapretyticky theiorical stuision, especalyforsomeonewhodaims
he never saw himseff, really, as a wier and can tremember evertalkdng a

wiingdass thatatV adabthemgoredin getingout
And, yet, wilngwes ap atofwhat, even as a chid, Ed recognized as
something adutts dd. Hs gandiather wiote a counmn forthe local p aeern

Douglas, Georgia, where Ed grew up, and even as he daimed not to be a
wier at a, he told the story of how he and afiend sumbled oriban ad
piing pessand &t arted making up a neighborhood p aper with neighbor
news and redpes and jokes and stories. The two rode around town on their
bkescettuingtherp aperiotheneghbors.,

Ed s story reminded me of my brothers and sisters and | who played
scod  wihboxesfordess, mass wih pressedwhie bread for the com-
munion host, and dgoe  with emply cans and boxes from the kitchen
games wWe created to mimic adutts. Ed was becoming his grandfather as he
wioe and printed the daly news, and so when it came time o wie a
newsletter of his awn' one with much more social and paliical Significance
than the one of childhood games  he already knew where to begin.

Murphy Davis
Ed Weir knows Murphy Davis because New Hope House beganoutdf The
George 13
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Open Door s prison ministy program. Murphy had been a death penalty

opponent for many years even before the creation of The Open Door
Community. Hospitality the newsletter from The Open Door —ooversprison
issues as wel as the poliics of homelessness. Members of The Open Door
papaen \igs belore exenuions, go D ks, Vi peoners ard ter

famiies, and serve on the Board of New Hope House. They alep atdte
nework keptaive partialy trough EdWe ir skerendsgr.

Murphy is an ordained Presbyterian minister who says she must have
taken the required wiing courses in college though she doesn t remermber
them. She ook sermon wiing, of course, but dismissed it as a wiing
course though much of the quality of a welhwrought sermon does come
throughinherwiing. Shewiiesforandhep so et Hospitality, a newspa-
pertet & arted as a newskter. The newsktter, | ike New Hope House s
newskter, wess  artedbecauseithedobe:
Toraise money.
Toreauivouniesss
Tonatfy the communiy.
When Murphy told of changing from a newsletter format to a small newspa-
per, she hed in mind - something ke The Catholic Worker. The infuence
extends beyond Dorothy Day, however.  Murphy and her husband Ed Loring
hed also been reading a radical Chisian p aper caked The Post-American
founded by Joe Roos and JmWa Ilis The Post-American jurnsouneste
precursor Sojourners magazine and the Sojoumners Community in
W ashingion, DC.

Joe Roos and JimW &
Joe Roos, a cofounder with JIm W alis of the Sojoumers Community, knows
Murphy Davis and Ed Loring. He remembers their daughter Hannah Loring-
Davss as a todder, now the cofounder of her own independent p aper at
Guiford College. He also knows EdW eradtewokd New Hope House.
hahsayd Sojourners, cofounder JImW  dis desabesthe exgency
which moved him, with Joe Roos and athers, to begina p aper;
W eknewthere had to be ather people who were feeling the same thingswe
wee. .. | have someimes kened the pubicaion of the Post-American to

the raising of a flagpole. Many people on the ground, at the grass roats
were bonging foran akemaive o the nerowversions of Chrisien faih they

were expetiendng in therr churches, butthey didn - tknow one anather. (5]
Inchanging the paper Post-American e magazine Sojourners,Wabsad
Roos were actually making a commitment to community and not simply to
getiing the word out o ikeminded people. W abdeabesttevay.
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Therelationship betweenthe members of ourlitie groupwas the foundation

fortepuidcaiondtemegazre.... The magazine gave a focus to our
ielodp at ask around which we gathered, and the exctement of new
ideas soon became the cat aygiorhougts about a community. (87
And, this acualy retums us to Dorothy Day and Peter Maurin and The

Catholic Worker.
Jim W alis says that  the number of people touched by Dorothy Day is
beyond counting. This evangelical boy from the Midwest was one  (162).
PeterGahe s heayd The Open Door  Community says something of the
same for Murphy Davis and Ed Loring: In their attermptsio fddednfr
their onnwork with the homeless, they traveled to Mary House inNew Y ak
Onthe train home, Ed reedDay  sautobiography The Long Loneliness. Gathie
wies that  as he and Murphy shared their reading . . . they began o see
whettiscalafhost aywoudrequiedtem (28)
It is no acadert, then, thet Muphy had - something ke The Catholic
Worker inmindwhen she created Hospitality,adtsnoacderttetm
W dlis experienced real pride when someone tod him that Sojoumers
Community was ke a Protest at Catholic Worker (163)

Conclusion
| beganmy observations by saying that | leamed something very smple: thet
these liie newsketiers and cheaply pinted p apers ( The Catholic Worker dill
seksforane cent) defyythe Culire o Disconnedt They might look unimpor-
tant buttheyapp arently doextemelyimportantworkbothwithinandout e
the organizations that produce them. They connect people and ideas and
theydohaveanef edontreweayspeopeheteries Thaetconnedionis,
nfd the pimalymaivaion dftese wiers,

Perhaps  the problemwith teaching pubdic discourse isnatso much thet,
as Wek naioes, our advice 0 sdernts is oo abstradithe audence we
imagine too faceless though that is certanly a problem. Perhaps tered
problem s that too many believe that small changes/small movementsdm t
really mean much. Theydon trealy change much.

And, yet, ook a an arganization ke Sgjoumers or Catholc W arker
Houses or New Hope House, itis very dear to me that one of the few ways
most of us even have access 1o altemative views s through these networks
of small newsletters and newsp apers that reach out o ikeminded readers.
Cataly, the anly way the Ameiican publc s kely © know et there 5
poverty in this countrty uniess they are experiendng it themselves is
through the: people working with the impoverished.

More to the point, it is when we apen our dassrooms t communication
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desits notjustto EB. White (hough he wiote beaviiuly) or to acade -
mic culurd aiiope (hough much of tis imely and of greet ineres)) and
egpecaly, go o) Time, Newsweek, and US News and World Report—tawe
begn o understand the roe commurnication pays inthe ves of adive pa r-
tid patsinthis democracy.
Hannah Loring-Davis knows this. As a Guiord Colege studert, she
jored wih suderts from Guiford and ather sumounding ooleges to estab-
Ehastdetp aper, The Student Activist,hatwoud adugly pudsh sores
on neiiondl and infemationdl poliics, siories nat witien fom the port of
view ofwhatever administration is currently in poner. LkeEdWe ir,shewas
doningtheadtsin herliewhohad aready shownherwhetitcouidmean
o wie something that matiers to ather peaple, something that would unie
those around her who did nat recognize themselves in the stories of most
mainstream college newsp apers. More than that, because she grew up

waiching her p arentswie for and reed alemetive pess p apers, she knew
where tobegin. Perhapsin treendisidgouwhaebbegntraiskt
auhmostafourt akdipddowing And tshreedngtheedeodnay
words of ordinary men and women wiiing for local, litie knoan causes, thet
we mightjust discoverwhere to begin.
Notes

YT s The Call to Write sadakecnotenkeht T fimbur
takestendontetwingssueedandsod tetvewienresposeibanesd,
anevent, amoment andusesit (fom Lioyd Bizer s tedmentdeqeno)baegea
compodionexdtretiooksagooddedlcf ferentfonwhatwe have cometoexpectin
suhbods.  Thetheme etvewieniesposeba cd, deemnesthevaryrete
dhohtersiudonandtheassgmentstroughat

? ABCreceriyamounoedtret naddiond tspaineshipwin Dney
Capoaion inowhesanangong reiorshpwin Us Magazine,conimngiormery
Wmﬂj‘lrﬂl\sa’d Entertainment Weekly.

® Thishasbeen especialy tue sncethe Fal o 2001 when jaresumedexe
Nﬁ%opémmmammm VoicE (muenim s s
o) : foreq
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Door Community) PO Box 231
910 Ponce de Leon A ve, NE Houghton, MI 49931
Alta, GA  30306-4212

CCGAP MwsLETTERCopper Country
Guatemala
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Sue Elen Kingsley
RR1 Box 68
Hancock, Ml 49930

KOINONIA NEWSLETTER
Koinania Partners, Inc.

1324 GA Hwy. 29X
Americus, GA 31709

GATHERINGS (newskterof vV dm
Offender Services)

A Mrayd Americus Mennonite
Felowship

PO Box 1785

Americus, GA 31709

FR EED OMWAY(@Eenseterofte
Prison & Jal Proed)

PO Box 6749

Americus, GA 31709

THETRUMP E Thewskterof Anderson
Hosptt  ality House

Box 579

Alderson, WV 24910

HousTo NCATHOLIC WORKER
(publication of Casa Juan Diego
House of Hospita ~ lity)

PO Box 70113

Houston TX 77270

SHALOMCONNECTIONS
A Quarterly Newsletter
726 Seward #2
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Evanston, IL 60202-2913

The Shalom Mission Communities:
Pow Creek Felonship, T #Hhal
Hope Community, W anTX
Reba Place Felowship, Bvansion, IL

KEWEENAWLANDTRUST
PO Box 750
Houghton, MI 49931

HABITAT HERALD

Habitat  for Humanity Detroit
15325 Gratiot

Detrot, MI 48205

HaBI CH AT (bHmonthly newketier forfam-

fies of Uptoan Habt atfor Humanity)
6580 N. Sheridan Rd.
Chicago,IL 60626

OFF THE BEATENPATH (nendeterdte
Barbara Kettle Gunalach Shelter)

PO Box 8

Calumet, MI 49913

GuADALUPE(newsetter of Casa Maria,
the CathoicW  orker Community in
Tucson)

401E.26hSt .

Tucson, AZ 85713
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