
What is the speaker’s moral 
orientation? (Helping others?
Going against stereotypes?)
What are the values and goals this 
narrative supports?
How does the story represent a
world view?
What is legitimized by this story? 
What is normalized by this story?
What is taken-for-granted in this 
story? What is unsaid but implicit?

Whose interests are served by this 
story?
What dominant discourses are 
being drawn on? (Racial, gender,
class, ability, sexuality, capitalism,
neoliberalism, religion)
How does the process of mean-
ing-making interact with broader
institutional/cultural norms or
events? What stories are di�cult
to tell because of tacitly under-

stood processes of social 
sanctioning?
How does the narrator position 
herself to herself—that is,
make identity claims? (What
identities are claimed or
distanced from?)
How is the speaker creating her
identity as a provider and or moral 
agent through institutional,
cultural, dialogic, and self-
constructed discourses?
How are dominant cultural 
narratives being engaged with? Is
this a deviant or traditional case?
What larger social narratives are 
embedded in this story? (How are 
these being accepted and/or
resisted?)
What is the point they are trying 

to get across?
What is the goal of this story?
How e�ective is the story in 
meeting it’s goals?
What work does this narrative do 
within the health care community?
Does it obscure oppression?
How does this story serve as a
colonialist practice? Or resist
colonization?
What is the point of the story? 
What is its purpose? 
What is the moral or causal claim?
What is glossed over?
How does this story erase other
stories? (particularly of WoC)

The Role of Confianza in Community-Engaged 
Work for Reproductive Justice
By Rachel Bloom-Pojar and Maria Barker

ABSTRACT
This article presents a narrative about community-engaged research, promotores de salud 
(health promoters), reproductive justice, and con�anza. Con�anza is often translated as trust 
or con�dence, but this piece discusses the dynamic ways that it can function beyond the 
literal translation in research and community education. The co-authors discuss how they 
developed relationships with each other, community members, and the promotores de salud 
who work with Planned Parenthood of Wisconsin (PPWI).

This piece also describes how the PPWI promotores program began with a focus on commu-
nity interests and how reproductive justice became a central part of its curriculum. Ultimate-
ly, we argue that con�anza is an integral component to reproductive justice research, and as 
such, we encourage researchers to consider the role of con�anza in their own work when 
pursuing community-engaged partnerships.

POSITIONALITY STATEMENT
In this article, we discuss working with Latinx 
communities in Wisconsin, promotores de 
salud from those communities, and Planned 
Parenthood of Wisconsin (PPWI). Maria is the 
founder of the promotores de salud program 
and the Director of Latinx Programming and 
Initiatives at PPWI. She has more than 20 years 
of experience working with Latinx communities 
in Wisconsin, and has spent many years building 
con�anza with Latinx community members 
who use Planned Parenthood clinic services 
and community education. 

Rachel is an academic researcher who has spent 
the past three years building a relationship with 
Maria and others at PPWI. She has previous 
experience working and doing research with 
Latinx community health leaders in the Domin-
ican Republic and interpreters in Michigan. 
Through focus groups and presenting at PPWI's 
Safe Healthy Strong Conference with Maria, 

Rachel has been getting to know the promo-
tores de salud and plans to continue building 
this relationship.

TAKEAWAYS
1. Prioritize building relationships with com-
munity partners over shared interests. This
might mean letting authentic research trajecto-
ries emerge from that rather than arriving with
a research objective to direct future interac-
tions.

2. Recognize that funding is very important to
compensate communities for their time and
expertise. It is also an essential part of account-
ing for the economic injustice and disparities
between communities of color and predomi-
nantly white institutions. Apply for funding that
can direct resources into the programs and
communities you work with while being cau-
tious of any reporting requirements that
request identifying information

from individuals.

3. Consider how con�anza functions as a 
dynamic communicative activity that people 
can establish, have, enter into, and create with 
others. Be re�exive about what it takes to 
build trust and create spaces where people 
are trustworthy. Then keep in mind the need 
to respect that trust with all future actions 
such as publishing, teaching, or talking about
what was shared with you in a space of con�-
anza.

4. Researchers must think about what their
research project will leave behind for the 
community to continue to use. Communities 
are tired of just getting by. They want to help 
develop tools for themselves as well, that
they, their family and the community can use 
to thrive and not just exist.
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QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER
1. How do we develop rhetorical theory and
praxis that center the voices, strategies, and
priorities of women of color rather than analyz-
ing reproductive justice through a white
rhetorical gaze?

2. How might studies of rhetoric and reproduc-
tive justice bene�t from meaning making in
languages other than English?

3. How do we navigate the politics of transla-
tion without losing the core of communi-
ty-based rhetorics when communicating about
them with predominantly white, English-speak-
ing audiences?

• Promotores de Salud and Health
Promoter Programs

ADDITIONAL LINKS

https://www.plannedparenthood.org/planned-parenthood-wisconsin-inc/education/promotores-de-salud-health-promoter-programs



